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Impression on the 3-Day Training in the Okayama Astrophysical
Observatory - National Astronomical Observatory

Jelly Grace B. Nonesa

High Energy Astrophysics Laboratory, Hiroshima University

2002 April 18

I was really fascinated when I saw for the first time in my life the planet, Sat-
urn, with its marvelous rings through the 91cm-diameter telescope in the Okayama,
Astrophysical Observatory. I just can’t believe it! I have learned and seen planet
Saturn only in books but that time, it was so real! Though, I could hardly under-
stand the series of lectures because it was in Nihongo, but I did appreciate their
effort in trying to let me understand the instructions necessary for the various anal-
yses that we were expected to do. The most remarkable thing that I experienced
during the 3-day training in the observatory was when we were asked to analyze
the distance of the cluster M67 and to compute for its age. I was so amazed with
our accomplishment! Such accomplishment revealed the effectiveness of the “team-
work” approach in attaining the main objective of the training within a short period
of time. This wonderful experience I had with the Okayama Observatory enhanced
my interest to study more of the physics that governs the dynamics of the universe
- Astrophysics.

I am very thankful for the excellent accommodation, training facilities, and food.
The trainers and staff were very considerate and accommodating. The Astronomical
Museum is great, except that, it would be better if there be an english version of
the pamphlets or reading materials so that foreign visitors could also avail of the
interesting and valuable information that the observatory would like to impart.

I would also like to express my deepest gratitude to Prof. Ohsugi Takashi of
Hiroshima University for giving me the rare opportunity to do such kind of analyses
for it inspired me to learn more of astrophysics and appreciate the existence of life
in the vastness of the universe.

I hope another training will be organized with a longer period of time to provide
more challenging and informative learning experience.
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